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When I first met with the original writers at Front Range Living nearly

three years ago, most of us had arrived from the world of Colorado

newspapers. All of us had experience covering the daily stories of everyday life

and we wanted to continue to do so—but in a different arena with a new slant.

Together we hammered out the areas that we believed were of compelling

interest to readers. One was the cultural world of history, design, and

architecture. The other was the natural world, whether cultivated in gardens or

visited on a mountainside. 

We pooled our ideas and came up with a philosophy for covering the

immense and spectacular terrain of Colorado. And while there are magazines

devoted to environmental concerns and books devoted to extreme sports, we

imagined chapters more personal, almost like a diary. 

“Animals,” said Dianne Zuckerman, who has always championed the feathered

and furred. For this former theater critic for newspapers and magazines, the natural

world is a tooth-and-claw stage, full of crises and struggles, winners and losers. 

“Leisure and fun, too,” said Beth Krodel, who loves to soak in a hot

springs after a day of hiking. Following a stint as a foreign correspondent in

the Middle East, Beth is content to find adventure closer to home.

“Learning about the rocks, plants, and land formations,” was my response. No

one can overlook our spectacular rocks, but I wanted to write about the smaller

worlds, too—the delicate pasque flower with petals as thin as tissue, the migration

of butterflies in mid-July, and the call of birds that flock around Barr Lake. 

We would take our readers on journeys into our wide-open spaces and ask

questions that any ordinary person might ask. And then we would report back.

Not one of us is a scientist or an Olympic athlete. We would search for outdoor

experiences that anyone would enjoy. And in most cases, these would be trips

on which you could take a child, mother, neighbor, or friend. 

When Carol Ward and I sat down to discuss how best to cover antiques in

Colorado, we came with similar perspectives. We wanted to introduce our
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